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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 St. Mary’s is a faith community which worships together, follows the  
 teachings of Jesus Christ in our everyday lives, evangelizes others by  
 our  lives  and  actions, gives generously of our time and resources in  
 service to others,  shows  compassion and  love  towards one another,  
 provides religious education, and works for social justice for all. 

 

Blessed Mother Teresa, 
pray for 

 our parish family. 

 

Celebrating 158 years of Pastoral Service to the Catholic Community of Berea 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation: 
 Saturday, 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
 or by appointment 
 
Baptism: 
 1st & 3rd Sunday, after 12:00 
 noon Mass 
 
Matrimony: 
 Contact Rectory 
 
Anointing of the Sick: 
 Individually by request, 
 Communally in October 
 
Communion Calls to Shut-Ins: 
 By request 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Masses 

Weekday Masses: 
6:30 a.m. Mon., Weds., Fri. 
9:00 a.m. Monday-Friday 
Check Mass schedule for 
changes 

  
Saturday Vigil Masses: 
 4:00 p.m.  

5:30 p.m. (Guitar Ensemble) 
 
Sunday Masses: 
 7:30 a.m.  
 9:00 a.m.  
 10:30 a.m. (Choir) 
 12:00 noon  
 
Holy Day Masses: 
 Consult the bulletin 

 

Rectory Voice Mail 

 
EMERGENCY LINE-------------- 23 

 
Fr. Vrabel, Pastor --------------------14 
Fr. Christopher Weber---------------17 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Grasson --------- 32 
 
Lorri Masie, Bookkeeper ----------- 10 
Sue Spahr, Secretary ---------------- 11 
Eileen Staab, Secretary ------------- 12 
Robin Imbrigiotta, Pastoral Min--- 21 
Guy Goodman, Maintenance------- 25 
Mary Gabriel, Music Director ----- 27 
Barbara Goebl, Spiritual Director-- 29 

 
Parish Office Hours 

 
Monday-Friday:  9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Saturday:   9 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
Sunday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 



        

The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 22, 2010 

 
 
 
 

From the desk of Fr. George... 
 
 
 

Greetings Parishioners and Friends of St. Mary’s, 
  
 As we approach this week, school bells are beginning to ring for students and parents alike.  Returning to school 
schedules is often greeted with mixed emotions…for it means sacrificing the freedoms of summer days and the re-setting of 
alarm clocks.  Depending upon how one views this shift, it can be either a welcome relief or a burden to be endured.       
Perhaps the best advice is to set one’s sights on what is to be gained versus what is to be lost. 
 
 Proclaiming the Gospel message to all nations is one of our responsibilities as followers of Jesus.  The prophets 
were among those first called to proclaim God’s message…to often convert the hearts and minds of leaders and of peoples.  
Jesus and his disciples also came to bring the message of conversion and salvation.  Today we are blessed with the history 
and knowledge of all that God has done...and yet, have we allowed it to be inscribed upon our hearts so that our actions 
truly reflect the generosity of God? 
 
 The Letter to the Hebrews directs us to endure our trials with the knowledge and love of God.  To be persons 
of hopefulness sends a clear message to all whom we encounter.  Life is a series of difficult passages, ‘narrow doors’ we 
struggle through – and there is often no easy way to pass through them.  The ‘narrow door’ is the honest confrontation of 
who we are, the realization of our littleness before God, the understanding that we are nothing more or less than brothers 
and sisters to every other human being.  The ‘narrow door’ to God is difficult to enter:  it is the way of limitless love, 
unconditional forgiveness, sacrificial selflessness; it can only be entered by letting go of our fears, our control, our 
pride, and our self-absorption.  But Jesus promises that anyone willing to struggle through the ‘ 
narrow door’ will be welcomed into the eternal dwelling place of his Father.  Our desire and efforts should be fo-
cused so that we (and all nations) may pass through and enter in! 
 
 
 
Fr. George 
 

Parish News and Updates 
 
 
►  In addition to the thanks below, my personal gratitude to everyone who made last week’s picnic such a success.  The 
planning team did an awesome job, and all the many volunteers, made it a great day.  It was the perfect way to celebrate 
our Parish Feast Day - The Assumption of Mary. 
 
 

Visit St. Mary’s Website...www.stmaryberea.com 

     

     Clubplay II 
 

 

Don’t forget that the Clubplay II Fundraiser is 
underway. It’s easy to be part of this fund-
raiser...just complete the Clubplay II drawing 
form (available in the church turnstile and/or 
Parish Office) and include your $25.00 donation 
and you could be the winner of a $50.00 gift 
card. We only need to sell 28 more tickets and 
then the weekly drawings will begin. Won’t you 
consider being part of this SMS fundraiser? 

A Good Time Was Had By All... 
 

Good—albeit very hot—weather and a large turnout made last Sunday’s Parish 
Picnic a fun time for everyone.   
 

Special thanks to the Picnic Committee...Jeff and Jeanne Haas, Arline Vlk, 
Elaine Poremba, Michelle Blevins, Don Sawyer,  Ann Ruggiero, Sharon Hampu, 
and many more volunteers too numerous to mention. Thank you too for the 
generous folks who donated gift cards, gift baskets, and other raffle 
prizes...Fr. George, Barbara Draves, Ray Skrovan, Deacon Tom Grasson, To-
day’s Business Products, Eileen Zaucha, the Talarczyk Family, Bob Reid, the 
Roetzer Family, and the many others who wished to remain anonymous. 
Thanks again everyone...mark your calendars for next year!   



By Sandy Lynch, Parish Nurse 
 

Thank goodness the heat didn't put a damper on the Parish 
Picnic last week! It was so nice to see people of all ages    
enjoying the good food, visiting with friends and having lots of 
fun.  

 
Thanks to my wonderful helpers Rosanne and 
Bill Sillasen and Jeanne Kovach who did a 
great job taking blood pressures and staffing 
my display. I couldn't have done it without you! 
A special thanks to my fellow staff member 
Robin, our Pastoral Minister, who assisted my 
daughter Erin with the kids table passing out 
popsicles, bracelets and bubbles. You are all    

awesome and I can't thank you enough. God bless you for shar-
ing your time and talents! Best wishes to everyone to enjoy the 
remaining days of summer and all it has to offer! 
 
At all different ages in life, there are certain health screenings 
and exams that are a must for women. Join Natalie Bowersox, 
MD, OB/GYN, as she talks about what types of screenings/
exams you should get and at what age you should start getting 
them. Cleveland Clinic is sponsoring this free event on Monday, 
August 30th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. The event is co-sponsored and 
dinner is provided by Lifecare Centers of America. Reservations 
are required by calling 1-877-234-3488. This event will be held 
at the Cleveland Clinic Strongsville Family Health and surgery 
Center at SouthPark Center in Strongsville. 

Visit St. Mary’s Website...www.stmaryberea.com 

Family Perspectives 
 
The gospel today is clear: entering the Kingdom of God re-
quires us to make it a priority and to expend effort. Just going 
through the motions or expecting God’s favor is not enough. It 
is not enough that we know God—rather God must recognize 
us as His followers; recognize us by how we live the Gospel, 
24-7. What priority and effort are you giving the Gospel in your 
Christian family? 

RCIA—Rite of Christian Initiation  
of Adults 

 
RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults, is the process through which adults 
interested in the Catholic faith come together 
to learn about the scriptures and teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church.  We are offi-
cially beginning on Thursday, September 
16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Fr. Garrity Center. If you or anyone 
you know is interested in becoming a Catholic or are already 
baptized Catholic and are 18+ years of age and not yet fully 
initiated through the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirma-
tion, please call Fr. Weber in the Parish Office for more infor-
mation.  

Newly Baptized 
 

Please welcome the newly Baptized member of our Parish 
family: 
 

Braden James Anzalone 

Chicken Barbecue 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, located 
at 25801 Royalton Road (Route 82)      
in Columbia Station, is holding their  
annual chicken barbecue this Sunday, 

August 22 from 12:30-4:30 p.m. (or until sold out). Come and 
enjoy outdoor grilled chicken, roasted corn, coleslaw or potato 
salad, roll, dessert, and beverage. Half chicken dinners are 
$9.00 and quarter chicken dinners are $6.00. Carry-outs are 
also available. 

Quiet Prayer 
Tuesday, August 24th—12:30 p.m. 

 
If you have been telling yourself you’d like to try this type of 
prayer, maybe this is the time to finally begin. Prayer will begin 
at 12:30 p.m. with about 20 minutes of quiet prayer. Following 
this you will have the opportunity to view a video on beginning 
Centering Prayer. The session will end at about 2:00 p.m. Is 
God calling you to this type of prayer? Come and see. For 
more information, call Barbara at 216-267-6959. 

12-Step Spirituality 
 

This program will resume meeting on September 2nd at 7:00 
p.m. in the Chapel. We will be using the New Testament ver-
sion called “The Serenity Bible”. Copies are available through 
Amazon or can be ordered through one of the bookstores. If 
you have been looking for a way to integrate your 12-Step 
program into your Catholic/Christian experience, this might be 
just what you are looking for. We will be meeting on the 1st, 
3rd, and 5th Thursdays of each month from now until June. It 
is not necessary to attend every session to benefit from this 
program. For more information, call Barbara at 216-267-6959. 

 

Merry Krafters Meeting 
 

Date:  Thursday, August 26th 
Time:  9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 

Location:  Fr. Garrity Center Meeting Room 
 

The Krafters will be starting an easy project and will also dis-
cuss future projects. Everyone’s who’s interested is more than 
welcome to attend. If you have any questions, or for more infor-
mation, please call Ellie at 238-9148. 



 

Weekly Parish Events 
 
   Sunday, August 22 
 9:00 am—(Church/FG Ctr) PSR Opening Mass &  
    Meet the Catechists 
 
 
      Monday, August 23 
 9:30 am—(Chapel)  Rosary 
 10:00 am—(FG Ctr)  Bingo 
 7:15 pm—(Chapel)  Rosary 
  
  
   Tuesday, August 24—SMS First Day of School (K-8) 
 9:30 am—(Chapel)  Rosary 
 11:00 am—(Chapel) Bible Study 
 12:30 pm—(Chapel) Quiet Prayer 
 6:45 pm—(FG Ctr)  Bingo 
 7:00 pm—(Chapel)  Bible Study 
  
 
   Wednesday, August 25 
 9:30 am—(Chapel)  Rosary 
 2:15 pm—(Aristocrat) Nursing Home Mass 
 
 
   Thursday, August 26 
 9-2:30 pm—(FG Ctr) Parish Nurse 
 9:30 am—(Chapel)  Rosary 
 7:00 pm—(SMS Gym) SMS Curriculum 
  
 
   Friday, August 27 
 9:30 am—(Chapel)  Rosary 
 10:00 am—(Church) SMS Opening Mass 
 
   Saturday, August 28 

 
 

  Monday             August 23          Weekday 
                         2 Thes 1:1-5,11-12/Mt 23:13-22 (425) 
  

  6:30 am  John Vrabel        Fr. George 
  9:00 am  James Patrick Mayer                                           Family 
                     

      *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
Tuesday             August 24                                         St. Bartholomew              
                        Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 (629) 
         

  9:00 am  Frank Urbanic, Jr.                                    Carol Kovach 
                                                   

         *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 Wednesday        August 25                          Weekday   
             2 Thes 3:6-10,16-18/Mt 23:27-32 (427) 
               

  6:30 am             All Souls 
  9:00 am  Maryanne Broniman                                       Husband 
  2:15 pm  Aristocrat Mass 
       

     *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Thursday            August 26         Weekday  
                            1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 (428) 
 

  9:00 am   Sue Freedman                                                     Family 
          

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Friday                 August 27                                      St. Monica       
                             Mt 25:1-13/Mt 25:1-13 (429) 
                                                                                  

  6:30 am  Deceased  Priests of the Diocese 
  9:00 am  Joanne Gold                                                    Husband 
10:00 am  SMS Opening Mass—Church 
                     

         *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
Saturday            August 28                                               St. Augustine     
                                1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 25:14-30 (430) 
 
   

  4:00 pm   Dec. Members of Nemes Family    M/M Ronald Nemes 
  5:30 pm   Marie Endler                                            Ingrid & Marie        

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Sunday             August 29                  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
             Sir 3:17-18,20,28-29/Lk 14:1,7-14 (126) 
                          

  7:30 am             All Souls 
  9:00 am             Virginia Formanik                                           Family 
10:30 am             For all parishioners—Living and Deceased 
12:00 noon          Mary Terranova                                                   Family 

Visit St. Mary’s Website...www.stmaryberea.com 

 
Ministry Schedule for the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  — August 28th and August 29th 

 
 
 
 

      Mass  Lectors                  Eucharistic Ministers                 Servers  

 
 
 

    4:00 pm A. Gizzi  R. Sillasen, K. Sullivan, A. M. Vivien, P. Lyons   N. Ezinski, R. Callam, J. Ehrbar 
                
     

    5:30 pm J. Pae  K. Hennessy, R. Straub, M. Olsen, M. Feigi   C. Hennessy, M. Hupp, S. Hasek 
                
     

      7:30 am    G. Croy  C. Sengenberger, S. Gunvalsen, G. Wetzel, J. White  S. Bachie, T. J. Gunvalsen, R. Stinson 
                
     

    9:00 am S. Puin  J. Gut, S. & A. Laubert, C. & S. Scanlon    Laubert Family   
                
   

  10:30 am     G. Irvin  G. Grant, J. Oby, D. Lear, L. Richter, M. Vaughan   R. Butcher, N. & N. Beck  
                
   

  12:00 Noon     J. Haas  R. & K. Smith, R. Koehl, K. Gaul, A. Blunschi   K. & K. Waters, B. Chernosky 

Weekend Collection 
 

Our collection last weekend was $11,255.50. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 



 
The Prayer of “Yes” 

By Barbara Goebl, Spiritual Director 
  

Many times, when we look back on a day’s activities, we notice opportunities for serving the Lord that came and went without our 
paying attention to them. This isn’t usually because we deliberately ignored them nor is it because we choose not to hear God. Most 
of the time it is because we are so wrapped up in the work of the day that we were just never aware of them. One way to keep our 
hearts open to hear when God calls is to begin the day with a prayer of “Yes”. We can do this by giving God permission to do what-
ever God needs to do to get our attention. A simple prayer such as, “Jesus, I want to serve you today. I want to hear each call to lov-
ing and caring that you extend to me. I may be very busy and reluctant to stop my work to do Yours, so right now I give You permis-
sion to do whatever you need to do to get my heart’s attention. With all the enthusiasm I can muster, at this moment I say “yes” to all 
that You ask of me.” 
 

Then watch to see what happens. You may find your day filled with surprises. At the end of the day, don’t forget to look back to see 
how you have served God this day. 

Religious Education News 
(www.stmarysbereareo.org)  

By Sr. Meribeth Rome, SND - Director of Religious Education 
 

Religious Education Classes—It’s a go! 
 

PSR Opening Mass this Sunday—After Mass we will have a 
Welcome Gathering in the Fr. Garrity Center. If you have not 
yet done so, at that time you may also register your child(ren) 
for PSR. Food, drink and friendship will be in large supply! 
Please plan on attending. 
 

The first PSR Class is scheduled for Sunday, August 29th and 
Monday, August 30th. 
 

Registration is easy—It’s easy to turn in your registration 
forms...day at school...at the Parish Office...or even in the col-
lection baskets. Forms are available on our website. 
 

God is calling YOU to share His Word… 
Listen to Him! 

 
We are still in need of catechists for grades 1, 4, 6, 6, 7 for the 
Sunday and Monday youth religious education program. No 
prior experience is necessary and be assured that full and ac-
tive support is behind anyone who responds to God’s call to 
bring the Gospel to the youth of the parish. Call the REO at 
243-8221. 
 

Confirmation News 
 

Confirmation registration forms will be sent out this week to all 
10th graders who have been part of the PSR program and 
those who graduated from St. Mary’s in June 2009. These 
forms should be returned to the REO by Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8.  

 
Teens older than 10th grade who would like to be prepared for 
Confirmation should call the REO for information. A Parent/
Student session is scheduled for September 12th at 7:00 p.m., 
but a heads-up about your attendance is appreciated. 
 

If you would like to be a Leader for this year’s Confirmation Pro-
gram, please contact the REO. If you have already received the 
sacrament of Confirmation and are a 10th grader or older...we 
would sure like to have you join! 

 
 
 

This past Wednesday, St. Mary’s Preschool Program 
hosted their Annual Parent Orientation. Mrs. Lake and Mrs. 
Sambenedetto (Mrs. Sam) were pleased to see and meet the 
new families at this orientation. Mrs. Lake and Mrs. Sam felt the 
excitement and enthusiasm from the parents and the children 
as they walked into the newest wing of the school to their class-
room. Classes for all preschool students begin the week of 
September 7th. Students will be on a phase-in schedule. If you 
were unable to make the orientation and have any questions, 
please call Mrs. Lake at 243-4555, ext. 46 or Mrs. Sam at 243-
4555, ext. 38. 
 
Our faculty and staff have been in session the entire past 
week in meetings and in-service sessions preparing for the 
return of the students on Tuesday, August 24th. We are looking 
forward to the return of the students and a great year both aca-
demically and socially for all.  
 
Remember this Sunday, August 22nd 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m. is our annual 
“Back-to-School Picnic”. We hope to 
see everyone there. You can find more 
information about the Picnic on our web-
site, www.smsberea.org. 
 
It’s not too late! If you’re considering a quality Catholic 
education for your child, St. Mary’s is still accepting enroll-
ment for the 2010-2011 academic year. Give us a call. We’d 
love to answer any of your questions or take you on a tour of 
our modern, Christ-centered facility. We can be reached at 
243-4555. 

Visit St. Mary’s Website...www.stmaryberea.com 

St. Mary Catholic School  
News Corner 

By Andrew Carner, Principal 
 
 

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith 



 
 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott ( Cynthia) Coulter & Family 
Ms. Rachel Soucek 
Mr. Robert Sferra 

Mr. & Mrs. Guillermo (Beverly) Torres & Family 
 

Welcome to St. Mary’s! 

Music Ministry Notes 
By Ruth Novak 

Director of Music and Liturgy 
 

Music Ministry Open House— 
Come Meet Ruth! 

 
You are invited to come meet me on Tuesday, August 31st 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fr. Garrity Center Meeting Room. I wel-
come this time to meet more of you and also to talk with you 
about your hopes for St. Mary’s Music Ministry groups this 
year. It is very helpful for me to know what singers and in-
strumentalists to expect in the various groups as I plan mu-
sic for our liturgies. I am not planning any major changes, 
and will keep the rehearsal times as they were last year. 
Rehearsals will begin September 7th and 9th. I’m looking 
forward to getting to know you. ~ Ruth Novak 

Visit St. Mary’s Website...www.stmaryberea.com 

 

Ignatian Prayer 
 

This will be the same program that we offered last spring. A 
number were unable to attend because of the day and time 
it was offered. This year we will meet on Wednesdays for 
eight weeks beginning on September 28th and finishing up 
before Thanksgiving. Watch for information in the bulletin or 
call Barbara at 216-267-6959 for more information. 

West Side Catholic Center 
Donation Request 

 
The West Side Catholic Center is 
collecting school supplies for 
those in need...notebooks, pens, 
pencils, glue, hand sanitizers, crayons, etc. 
Please deposit your donations in the WSCC 

collection box in the back of church. Supplies will be col-
lected through August. If you have any questions, call Mike 
or Anne at 734-5661. Thank you for any help you are able to 
give. 

Notre Dame Sisters 
Barbecue/Boutique 

 
The Sisters of Notre Dame invite you to 
their annual barbeque and boutique. The 
event will be on Sunday, September 19 
and Sunday, September 26 from 12:00-
5:00 p.m. Rain or shine. The Notre Dame 
Educational Center is located at 13000 
Auburn in Chardon. The chicken meal is 
$9 and the rib meal is $12. Take out is available. 

Some Nice Notes 
 

St. Mary’s received some nice notes recently thanking you for 
your generosity. 
 
From Berea Welfare...Dear St. Mary’s Church, Berea Welfare 
Assistance would like to extend a sincere thank you for your 
generous contribution...it truly makes a difference for BWA 
and its participants. Not only do we appreciate your help and 
donations, but so do all the families/individuals in need. 
Thank you very much for your support and very generous 
donation. 
 
From the Cleveland Pregnancy Center...Dear Ministry 
Friends, Greetings and blessings to you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. What a privilege it is to take this opportu-
nity to personally acknowledge the donation from St. Mary’s 
Parish for the Loose Change for Life baby bottle fundraiser in 
the amount of $2285.52. It is because of your generosity that 
we are able to continue to provide hope and assistance to 
moms and their babies...Recently one of our mothers walked 
over 5 miles in the heat with her 2-month-old son to the preg-
nancy center. When asked why she did this, she explained 
that with all the struggles in her life, the CPC is her Lifeline! 
We wouldn’t be here for her without you, our friends…May 
God richly bless you in your service to Him. Renell Williams, 
M.Ed., LSW, Executive Director 

Mother Teresa 
(The Joy of Loving) 

 

Religion is not something that you or I can 
touch. Religion is the worship of God—
therefore a matter of conscience. I alone 
must decide for myself and you for yourself, 
what we choose. For me the religion I live 
and use to worship God is the Catholic relig-
ion. For me this is my very life, my joy and 
the greatest gift of God in His love for me. 

He could have given me no greater gift. 


